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The Insider’s Guide to the Galaxy Presents… 

Finest Minutes 
a guide to completing RASC’s Finest NGC Objects Observing List 

 

 

 

 

Part 0 -  

Intro to RASC’s Finest NGC Objects Observing 
Certificate 

The following pages introduce RASC’s Finest NGC Objects Observing Certificate – 
including where to find a list of the required objects to view and how to submit your 

observations 
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Background:  

The New General Catalogue or NGC contains 7840 entries and forms the core of most 
people's "life list" of observing targets. The NGC was originally published in 1888 by 
J.L.E. Dreyer and therefore predated photographic astronomy. The Finest NGC list, 
compiled by Alan Dyer and published in the annual RASC Observer's Handbook, 
complements the Messier Catalogue, as there is no overlap. The list of 110 deep-sky 
objects includes many fine deep-sky treasures as well as a few some mildly challenging 
objects. 

About the RASC Messier Certificate:  

The Finest NGC certificate has been awarded since 1995. Observing the Finest NGC 
list is an excellent project for those who have completed their Messier Certificate and 
are looking for a new visual observing program. A 200 mm telescope is recommended 
to complete the list, although it can be done with a 150 mm telescope under good skies. 
Several Finest NGC objects can be observed in even smaller instruments, so these 
could be used to get started on the brighter objects. With all instruments, a nebular filter 
will enhance the view of the faint glowing clouds of gas. Objects can be observed in any 
order. 

Note: Some targets are low in Declination. E.g. NGC 253, the Sculptor Galaxy, has a 
declination of -25° and NGC 6520, aka Collinder 361 in Sagittarius, has a Dec of -28° 

This Observing Program is designed to be an INDIVIDUAL EFFORT. When you 
complete the program and apply for your certificate, you will have met these 
requirements: you located the object yourself, made your own observation at the 
eyepiece, kept your own logbook or pre-programmed observing forms, and then applied 
for your certificate on your own merit. Enjoy your journey through this program! 

Contact the Observing Committee Chair: observing@rasc.ca  

  

mailto:observing@rasc.ca
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Overview of the Messier Catalogue:  

 

 

 

Recording Observations Overview:  

Recording observations gives you a permanent record of all the great times you had 
while observing and recording scientific details of an observation can help researchers.  

Very few, if any, astronomers remember everything that they have observed through the 
years, and for that reason alone it is wise to keep a record of your observations. Many 
experienced astronomers have commented on how much they enjoy looking through 
their logbooks and recalling the many precious memories that are contained there. It is 
truly worth the effort to write down your observations.  

How to Record Observations: 

One of the most practical ways of recording observations is to have a template form 
completed ahead of time that contains all of the known data, like the object's name, 
number, location, size, magnitude, and so on. You then simply write down your 
description of the object in the space provided and then use the time saved to explore 
other treasures in the night sky. The template can also include an area to make a 
drawing. Each week we will provide a template log form for each of the objects 
discussed in Messier Minutes. Alternatively, you can download the entire logbook from 
https://rasc.ca/finest-ngc-objects.  

Messier Object Type Number Notes 

Open Clusters 12 Including the famous Double Cluster in Perseus, 
NGC 7789 in Cassiopeia and NGC 6633 in 

Ophiuchus. 

Globular Clusters 2 NGC 5466 in Bootes and NGC 6712 in Scutum. 

Bright Nebulae 14 Includes the great Veil Nebula as well as the 
North American and Rosette nebulae. 

Planetary Nebulae 24 Includes many fine PN's like the Ghost of 
Jupiter, the Cat's Eye, the Blinking Planetary, the 

Helix, and the Blue Snowball nebulae. 

Galaxies 58 Includes many fine PN's like the Ghost of 
Jupiter, the Cat's Eye, the Blinking Planetary, the 

Helix, and the Blue Snowball nebulae. 

Total 110   

https://rasc.ca/finest-ngc-objects
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Drawing at the Eyepiece  

Drawing at the eyepiece can be a very rewarding experience for all the same reasons 
as making notes. The bonus of a drawing is that it will clearly show what you see to 
other people who may visualize a text description differently than you. Drawing is also 
the best way to learn how to see the fine detail in the astronomical objects you observe. 

 

Example of Log Page: 

From RASC’s Messier Catalogue Observing Forms 
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Log Page Legends: 

From RASC’s My Finest NGC Album 

 

 
  



6 
 

Adapted from RASC’s Finest NGC Objects Observing Certificate Resources 

How to Apply for an Observing Certificate: 

1. Complete all the required observations  
a. Include date, time, where you observed, what you observed with, the 

viewing conditions, and notes on what you saw for each target 
b. Note: a sketch is optional! 

2. Complete the Visual Observing Certificate Application  
a. If you can – Have two members of your centre, verify your observations 
b. If you cannot apply directly to the observing committee 

3. Email observing@rasc.ca your application 
4. Upload your observing logs via their Uploader Service 
5. Wait for approval of your application 
6. Receive your pin and certificate in the mail! 

https://rasc.ca/sites/default/files/RASCApplicationGeneric211002FI.pdf
mailto:observing@rasc.ca

